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Births. 


Deaths. 


REPORT 


From  January  1st  to  December  31st,  1906. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Halesowen 

Rural  District  Council* 

Miss  Finey  & Gentlemen, 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year 
was  838  (433  males  and  395  females)  giving  a birth-rate 
for  the  district  of  35' 1 compared  with  34' 1 for  the  previous 
year.  The  birth-rates  for  England  and  Wales  and  for 
the  administrative  County  of  Worcester  for  the  year  1905 
were  respectively  27*2  and  25'8. 

The  number  of  deaths  for  the  year  was  371  (190  males 
and  181  females!  giving  a death-rate  for  the  district  of 
15*7.  This  rate  is  obtained  by  including  20  who  died  in 
the  Stourbridge  Workhouse  Infirmary,  and  7 who  died  in 
the  Birmingham  Hospitals  of  persons  removed  from  the 
Halesowen  district,  and  excluding  2 deaths  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  Hayley  Green,  of  persons  brought  to  that 
Institution  from  outside  the  district.  The  death-rate  for 
England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1905  was  15’2,  and  for 
the  administrative  County  of  Worcester  for  the  same 
period,  13*2. 
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Subjoined  are  comparative  Statistics  for  the  different 
localities  of  the  district  with  regard  to  the  : — 

(a) .  Population. 

( b) .  Birth-rate. 

(c) .  Death-rate. 

( d) .  Zymotic  death-rate,  and 

(e)  Infantile  Mortality. 


Locality 

Population, 

1901. 

Birth-rate. 

Death-rate. 

Zymotic 

Death-rate. 

Infantile 

Mortality. 

Cakemore 

2,294 

427 

18'6 

•9 

144 

Cradley 

6,722 

41'6 

152 

•4 

95 

Halesowen 

4,057 

253 

158 

5 

176 

Hasbury 

3,405 

32  3 

117 

•9 

127 

Hawne 

1,463 

327 

191 

7 

104 

Hill 

3,999 

380 

16'8 

10 

118 

1— i 

cT 
! ^ 

131 

Nil. 

76'3 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Lapal 

361 

166 

13'9 

2'8 

500 

Lutley 

168 

237 

357 

238 

Nil. 

Quinton 

974 

22'5 

154 

2 1 

90 

Notifiable 

Infectious 

Disease. 


It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  for  the  fourth  year  in 
succession,  there  has  been  an  absence  of  Small  Pox.  It 


is  also  satisfactory  to  record  the  fact  that  measures  are 
being  taken  to  make  isolation  possible,  should  cases  occur. 


Diphtheria.  2 cases  only  of  this  disease  have  been  notified 
during  the  year — 1 at  Cradley  which  proved  fatal,  and  1 
at  Whiteheath,  Cakemore.  No  specially  insanitary  con- 
ditions were  found  in  connection  with  the  Cradley  case, 
but  possible  causes  were  found  at  Cakemore  in  the  shape 
of  fowls  kept  in  close  proximity  to  the  dwelling-house, 
and  a full  privy-midden  also  quite  near. 


Erysipelas.  35  cases  were  notified  compared  with  18  for  the 
previous  year.  Of  these,  6 occurred  at  Cakemore;  11  at 
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Scarlet 

Fever. 


Enteric 

Fever. 


Cradley  ; 2 at  Halesowen  ; 4 at  Hasbury  ; 1 at  Hawne  ; 
9 at  Hill,  and  2 at  Quinton.  Of  the  Cradley  cases,  2 
proved  fatal. 

This  disease  was  prevalent  practically  during  the 
whole  of  the  year,  cases  having  been  notified  in  every 
month,  except  January.  Altogether  100  cases  occurred, 
and  were  distributed  as  follows  : — Cakemore  12  ; Cradley 
29;  Halesowen  22;  Hasbury  8;  Hawne  7 ; Hill  18; 
Lapal  1,  and  Quinton  3.  24  of  the  cases  occurred  in  9 

families. 

The  removals  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Hayley 
Green,  were  81.  From  Cakemore  11;  Cradley  27; 
Halesowen  17  ; Hasbury  2 ; Hawne  7 ; Hill  13  ; Lapal  1 
and  Quinton  3. 

3 only  of  the  cases  proved  fatal.  1 at  Hill  and  2 at 
the  Isolation  Hospital,  Hayley  Green. 

The  fatal  cases  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  had  been 
removed — 1 from  Hill,  and  the  other  from  Quinton. 

I think  it  is  probable,  taking  into  consideration  the 
general  distribution  of  the  cases  and  their  spread  over  the 
whole  year,  that  the  main  causes  of  continuance,  and 
dissemination,  were  the  existence  of  mild  undetected, 
and,  therefore,  un-notified  cases,  and  contact  at  School. 
With  regard  to  the  latter  point — School  contact,  there 
were  never  at  any  given  time  at  School  a sufficient 
number  of  cases  to  make  it  seem  necessary  to  advise 
closing  of  the  Schools. 

In  the  early  part  of  October,  there  was  a deficiency 
of  accommodation  for  Scarlet  Fever  cases  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  Hayley  Green. 

Undoubtedly,  the  most  serious  occurrence  in  the  way 
of  Infectious  disease  during  the  year,  has  been  the  out- 
break of  Enteric  Fever,  occurring  mainly  at  Hasbury. 

During  the  year  48  cases  were  notified,  of  which  8 
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Diarrhoea 

and 

Enteritis. 


Puerperal 
F ever. 


occurred  at  Cradley  ; 8 at  Halesowen  ; 30  at  Hasbury  ; 
1 at  Hawne,  and  1 at  Hill. 

Nfcj.  Of  the  48  cases,  21  were  removed  for  Hospital 
Isolation,  namely  : — 6 from  Cradley  ; 2 from  Halesowen  » 
12  from  Hasbury,  and  1 from  Hill. 

foj.  3 Special  Reports  which  form  appendices  to 
this  Report,  give  an  account  of  the.  probable  origin  and 
the  distribution  of  the  cases. 

From  their  similarity  in  mode  of  origin,  as  “ Filth 
diseases,”  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  may  very  well  in  this 
Report  follow  Enteric  Fever. 

27  deaths  were  registered  from  these  diseases  during 
the  year,  compared  with  14  for  the  preceding  year.  As 
usual,  a very  large  proportion  of  these  deaths  were  under 
1 year,  namely  : — 19  ; and  24  of  the  whole  number,  under 
5 years. 

It  is  quite  significant  too,  that  most  of  the  cases 
occurred  in  the  purely  urban,  and  most  thickly  populated 
parts  of  the  district,  where  soil  pollution  by  organic  matter 
is  most  likely  to  occur. 

It  is  quite  certain  that  any  measures  which  have  for 
their  object  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  deaths  from 
these  diseases,  and  incidentally,  of  course,  this  affects  the 
Infantile  mortality,  must  include 

fashioned  privy-midden,  and  the  aecenTiTiio dati o n in  the 
near  neighbourhood  of  dwellings  of  other  collections  of 
waste  matters. 

So  far  as  the  urban  parts  of  the  district  are  concerned, 
with  their  Sewerage  accommodation,  and  public  Water 
Supply,  there  seems  absolutely  no  reason  for  the  retention 
of  the  privy-midden  and  ashpit. 

4 cases  have  been  notified  during  the  year,  Compared 
with  2 for  the  previous  year.  Of  these,  1 occurred  at 
Halesowen  ; 1 at  Hawne,  and  2 at  Hill. 
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Whooping 

Cough. 


Measles. 


Phthisis. 


Of  these,  1 case  occurring  at  Hill  was  fatal.  2 of 
the  cases  occurred  in  the  practices  of  2 midwives,  and 
formed  the  subject  of  special  report  to  the  County 
Medical  Officer. 

In  neither  case  did  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
midwife  appear  to  be  a very  evident  cause  of  the  disease. 

8 deaths  were  registered  during  the  year  from  this 
disease,  compared  with  2 for  the  previous  year.  Of 
these,  1 occurred  at  Cakemore ; 2 at  Halesowen  ; 1 at 
Hasbury ; 2 at  Hill;  1 at  Lapal,  and  1 at  Quinton. 

4 deaths  were  registered  from  Measles,  compared 
with  1 for  the  previous  year.  These  occurred — 1 at 
Cakemore  ; 1 at  Hasbury  ; 1 at  Hill,  and  1 at  Quinton. 
All  the  deaths  were  under  5 years.  This  disease  has 
been  epidemic  in  Cakemore,  Hill,  Hasbury  and  Qumton 
for  the  last  5 months  of  the  year  and  has  necessitated 
the  closing  of  the  Schools  at  all  the  above-mentioned 
places. 

Thus  the  Cakemore  Infants’  School  was  closed  on 
July  12th  for  3 weeks 

On  the  29th  of  October  the  Blackheath  National 
Schools  at  Cakemore  were  closed  for  3 weeks,  and 
it  was  found  necessary  to  extend  the  time  for  14  days. 

On  the  13th  of  November  it  was  found  necessary 
to  close  the  Hasbury  Church  Schools  for  3 weeks,  and 
to  extend  the  closing  for  another  14  days. 

On  November  19th  it  was  found  necessary  to  close 
the  Quinton  Church  Schools — -Infants’  Department  for 
3 weeks;  and  on  the  21st  the  mixed  department  of  the 
school  for  a similar  period. 

18  deaths  were  registered  from  Phthisis  compared 
with  22  for  the  previous  year.  Of  these,  1 occurred  at 
Cakemore  ; 7 at  Cradley  ; 4 at  Halesowen;  2 at  Hasbury; 
1 at  Hawne  ; 1 at  Hill,  and  2 at  Quinton. 
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Infantsle 

Mortality. 


House 
Accommoda 
t ion. 


Of  other  tubercular  diseases — that  is,  affecting  parts 
other  rhan  the  lungs,  there  were  17,  occurring  at  Cakemore 
2 ; Cradley  6 ; Halesowen  3 ; Hawne  1 ; Hill  3,  and 
Quinton  2. 

Although  the  Infantile  Mortality  for  the  present 
year  is  slightly  higher  than  for  1905  (123  per  thousand 
for  the  present  year  compared  with  118  for  1905)  yet 
there  is  a distinct  decline  compared  with  1904  when  the 
rate  was  151. 

Doubtless  there  are  many  causes  operative  in  the 
production  of  Infantile  Mortality.  In  the  order  of  their 
relative  importance  I should  be  inclined  to  classify  them 
thus  : — 

(a).  A want  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of  parents  and 
others  having  the  care  of  infants  and  young  children,  and 
leading  first  and  foremost  to  improper  feeding,  clothing 
and  want  of  general  care,  and  also  leading  to  failure  in 
noticing  and  getting  treatment  at  the  onset  of  common 
ailments,  such  as  gastric  and  intestinal  catarrh  and 
catarrh  of  the  respiratory  apparatus,  (b).  In  some  cases, 
unfortunately,  even  worse  than  want  of  knowledge  is 
absolute  apathy. 

( c ).  Causes  connected  with  the  mother  are  unsuitable, and 
too  laborious  work  in  many  cases  continued  almost  up  to 
the  time  of  the  child’s  birth.  Doubtless,  these  conditions  are 
responsible  for  the  majority  of  premature  births  of  which 
there  were  18  during  the  year.  Eleven  of  these  occurred 
at  Cradle^  . 

The  only  real  remedy  for  this  condition  of  things,  is 
progressive  education,  and  my  experience  teaches  me  that 
it  is  quite  futile  to  expect  rapid  and  immediate  results. 
I believe  that  the  work  of  the  Health  Missioner  is  doing 
and  must  do  good. 

At  present  this  is  quite  sufficient  for  the  needs  of 
the  district. 


Excrement 

Disposal. 
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As  long  as  the  parts  of  the  district  served  by  sewers 
and  a constant  water  supply  depend  on  privy-middens  for 
excrement  disposal,  things  cannot  be  considered  satisfac- 
tory. I would  strongly  urge  upon  the  Council  the  need 
for  an  early  and  very  careful  consideration  of  this  question. 
The  urban  parts  of  the  district  have  sewers  and  a constant 
water  supply — the  essentials  for  a safe  sanitary  and  rapid 
removal  of  excrement,  and  yet  the  system  still  largely 
in  vogue  even  in  these  parts  of  the  district,  is  the  absolutely 
indefensible  privy-midden.  If  it  came  within  my  provence 
to  look  at  the  matter  from  an  economic  point  of  view,  I 
might  point  to  the  large  sums  of  money  spent  in  night- 
soil  removal,  whilst  all  the  time  sewers,  which  have  cost 
so  much  remain  practically  unused. 


Removal  and 
disposal  of 
House 
Refuse. 


This  for  the  most  part  finds  its  way  into  the  ashpit 
attached  to  the  privy-midden  and  is  removed  with  its 
contents. 


Water  This  for  the  greater  part  of  the  district  is  satisfactory. 

Supply,  q'pgj-g  are>  however,  in  some  parts,  wells,  which,  although 
at  first  satisfactory,  as  time  goes  on  tend  from  various 
causes  connected  with  their  surroundings  to  become 
polluted. 


Factories  So  far  it  has  not  been  possible  to  get  anything  like 

Workshops  regular  or  complete  returns  of  outworkers,  but  I trust 
that  for  the  future  the  Council  will  exercise  the  power  it 
possesses  of  enforcing  compliance  with  the  Home  Office 
regulations. 


Da  irics  and 
Cowsheds. 


For  the  most  part  these  must  be  considered  quite 
satisfactory. 


I am,  Miss  Finey  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  BRETT  YOUNG. 
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Special  IRepoit 

(By  the  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH), 
on  Cases  of  Enteric  Fever 

which  have  been  notified  to  him  in  the  Halesowen  Rural  District,  from 

January  5th  to  April  11th,  1907. 


Miss  Finey  & Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  duty  to  report  to  you  specially  on  nine  cases 
of  Enteric  Fever  which  have  been  notified  to,  and  investigated  by 
me  from  January  5th  to  April  11th  of  the  present  year.  More 
especially  six  cases  which  occurred  at  the  house  of  Alfred  Bills,  of 
Colley  Fane,  Cradley. 

The  first  case  was  notified  on  January  5th,  from  Chapel  Street, 
Hasbury,  a young  man  named  Ernest  Basterfield,  aged  22  years,  a 
painter.  There  was  nothing  special  in  the  house  or  its  surroundings 
except  that  the  closet  was  of  the  privy-midden  type,  and  the  water 
supply — a pump,  was  in  somewhat  close  proximity.  Examination 
of  the  water  gave  marked  evidence  of  past  contamination  as  shown 
by  a large  percentage  of  nitrates  and  chlorides. 

The  patient  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  made  a 
good  recovery. 

The  next  case  was  notified  on  April  6th,  and  was  that  of  Amy 
Florence  Green,  aged  17,  a domestic  servant.  This  case  was 
notified  from  the  house  of  Mrs.  Blunt,  Slab  Piece,  The  Park,  Cradley, 
to  which  place  she  had  been  removed  on  April  2nd,  from  the  King- 
swinford  District,  where  she  had  been  ill  for  at  least,  a week  before 
being  removed. 

The  accommodation  at  Mrs.  Blunts,  was  quite  insufficient,  and 
the  patient  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  ITayley  Green, 
where  she  died  a few  days  afterwards. 

This  case  was  evidently  contracted  in  the  Kingswinford  District, 
and  I have  since  written  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  giving  him 
information  as  to  where  the  case  occurred. 
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The  circumstances  connected  with  the  six  cases  occurring  at  the 
house  of  Alfred  Bills,  of  Colley  Lane,  Cradley,  are  very  peculiar,  and 
exhibit  in  a striking  manner  the  difficulty  sometimes  experienced  in 
forming  a correct  diagnosis  in  some  obscure  cases  of  this  disease. 
The  history  is  as  follows  : — 

Ezra  Perks,  whose- wife  died  from  Enteric  Fever,  at  Netherton, 
near  Dudley,  on  January  21st,  1906,  came  to  live  shortly  after,  with 
the  Bills’  family,  at  Colley  Lane,  Cradley,  bringing  with  him  bedding 
and  other  things,  which  were  said,  however,  to  have  been  disinfected. 
Shortly  after  Perks’  arrival  at  Cradley,  members  of  the  Bills’  familv 
fell  ill  with  an  obscure  form  of  illness,  which  was  considered  to  be 
Influenza,  but  which,  in  the  light  of  future  developments,  is  now 

Vi  O-A-'-C 

believed  by  the  Medical  men  who  were  in  attendance,  to  beeJPnteric 
Fever. 

The  first  batch  of  three  notifications  reached  me  on  April  8th, 
and  the  second  batch  of  three  cases  on  April  11th,  one  of  which  had 
been  recently  attacked,  and  two  others  which  were  said  to  be 
convalescent. 

Four  of  these  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital; 
the  two  others  being  so  far  recovered  as  not  to  be  considered  a source 
of  danger.  What  might  have  proved  a serious  source  of  danger  in 
connection  with  the  matter,  but  which  so  far,  fortunately,  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  so,  is  the  fact  that  Bills  keeps  a Grocer’s  shop, 
which  is  a source  of  food  supply  to  a large  number  of  the  poorer 
people  in  its  vicinity. 

There  were  no  insanitary  conditions  found  in  connection  with  the 
house  or  its  surroundings.  The  drainage  and  water  supply  were 
quite  satisfactory. 

Since  the  removal  of  the  patients  to  Hospital,  all  necessary 
precautions  have  been  taken  in  the  way  of  disinfecting  and  cleansing. 

There  is  no  doubt,  I think,  that  the  Infection  was  brought  from 
Netherton,  by  Perks,  and  that  gradually,  nearly  all  the  members  of 
the  family  were  attacked  by  the  disease.  One  member  of  the  family, 
a boy  of  nine,  died  after  removal  to  Hospital. 
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The  last  case,  which  has  no  connection,  in  any  way  with  any  of  the 
preceding,  occurred  at  Furnace  Hill,  Hawne.  This  was  notified  on 
April  9th.  The  woman  named  Florence  Fisher,  aged  26  years, 
being  said  to  be  too  ill  for  removal — indeed  she  has  since  died.  It  has 
not  been  possible  to  trace  the  source  of  infection  in  this  case. 

The  house  was  in  a generally  dirty  condition,  but  the  drainage, 
closet  accommodation,  and  water  supply  were  all  satisfactory. 

Since  the  woman’s  death,  the  house  has  been  thoroughly  cleansed 
and  disinfected. 

I am,  Miss  Finey  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


The  Laurels, 

Halesowen, 

April  30th,  1906. 


T.  BRETT  YOUNG. 
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HALESOWEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Special  IRepovt 

Of  MEDICAL  OFFICER  to  Sanitary  Committee, 

November  26th,  1906. 

Miss  Finey  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  thought  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention 
to  a series  of  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  which  have  occurred  with  one 
exception  during  the  past  two  months  at  Hasbury  and 
Halesowen — seven  of  the  cases  have  occurred  at  the  former,  and 
five  at  the  latter  place.  I think  it  advisable  to  do  this  without 
waiting  until  the  usual  committee  meeting  because  some  of  the 
cases  have  occurred  in  large  families  where  no  means  exist  for 
isolation  or  for  in  any  way  dealing  with  them  so  as  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  infection.  This  is  notably  the  case  in  one  family,  ten  in 
number,  with  only  three  bedrooms,  and  two  of  these  very  small. 
The  first  to  fall  ill  was  the  mother  and  since  then  a boy  of  seven 
has  developed  the  disease,  and  still  later  a girl  of  sixteen  has  shown 
suspicious  symptons  pointing  to  the  same  disease. 

As  to  the  origin  of  the  disease  there  is  some  obscurity,  but  it  is 
worthy  of  note  that  two-thirds  of  the  cases  have  a water  supply  of 
local  origin,  although  only  in  one  case  has  this  been  proved,  by 
examination,  to  be  contaminated.  In  two  families  there  appears  to 
have  been  an  extension  by  direct  infection.  The  water  supply  at 
Chapel  Street,  Hasbury  where  one*of  the  cases  has  occurred  gives 
direct  evidence  of  organic  contamination,  and  no  wonder,  for  the 
pump  is  within  a yard  of  the  privy-midden.  Mr.  Whitworth  has 
made  a full  inspection  of  the  whole  of  this  locality,  and  has  found 
in  a considerable  number  of  instances  sanitary  defects  which,  if  not 
directly  responsible  for  the  origin  of  the  disease,  would  certainly 
favour  its  spread.  I think  a very  probable  cause  of  the  outbreak 
has  been  the  occurrence  of  one  or  more  mild  unrecognised  cases,  and, 
I think  it  quite  possible  that  the  spring  in  Hagley  Road  may  have 
been  temporarily  contaminated  without  its  being  possible  to  detect 
it  either  by  chemical  or  bacteriological  examination. 

I think  this  the  more  likely  because  it  seemed  to  me  possible 
when  I examined  the  place  that  the  overflow  from  vessels  filled  at 
the  pump  finds  its  way  back  into  the  well. 


13 

In  the  way  of  prevention  I would  suggest  (l)  that  the  whole  of 
the  privy-middens  in  the  locality  be  at  once  carefully  emptied  and 
disinfected,  and  where  found  structurally  defective  and  leaking  that 
they  be  at  once  repaired. 

(2)  That  the  whole  of  the  drains  in  connection  with  the  houses 
be  examined,  flushed  and  cleansed. 

(3)  That  where  animals,  or  fowls,  are  kept  in  such  a way  as  to 
produce  surface  contamination  in  the  near  neighbourhood  of  dwellings, 
that  an  order  be  given  for  removal. 

(4)  That,  as  bad  smells  are  still  complained  of  in  connection 
with  the  manholes,  the  flushing  of  the  main  sewers  be  done  oftener 
and  with  disinfectant  solution. 

(5)  That  the  surroundings  of  the  Spring  in  Hagley  Road  be 
examined  and  the  overflow  and  waste  outlet  be  so  arranged  that 
washing  of  buckets  and  other  vessels  brought  to  the  pump  cannot 
possibly  get  back  into  the  well. 

So  far  it  has  been  possible  to  get  accommodation  for  only  two 
of  the  cases  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

It  is  with  a view  of  getting  something  done  in  the  way  of 

Hospital  Isolation  that  I specially  bring  this  matter  before  you. 

As  some  of  the  Members  of  this  Committee  are  also  Members  of  the 

Isolation  Hospital  Committee,  it  will  be  well  known  to  you  that  a 

considerable  curtailment  of  the  original  hospital  accommodation 

(which  to  begin  with  was  probably  insufficient  to  meet  the  needs  of 

such  a big  very  largely  working-class  population).  This  curtailment, 

I understand,  was  brought  about  in  the  following  way: — By  taking 

the  whole  of  what  was  originally  the  Enteric  Fever  block  for  a 

convalescent  Scarlet  Fever  ward.  By  doing  away  entirely  with  the 

accommodation  for  Diphtheria  and  using  the  wards  consisting  of  four 

beds  for  the  accommodation  of  cases  of  Enteric  Fever.  Although 

in  a general  way  it  is  considered  possible  to  treat  Enteric  Fever 

without  Hospital  accommodation,  I fear,  cases  are  likely  to  occur 

under  such  conditions,  as  both  lack  of  room  and  knowledge  in  dealing 

with  infection,  that  it  is  almost  impossible  to  do  what  is  necessary 

to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  in  the  patients  own  homes.  It 

is  under  these  circumstances  that  I ask  your  prompt  help  in  providing 

the  necessary  hospital  accommodation. 

Halesowen, 

26-11-06. 
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HALESOWEN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


The  Laurels, 

Halesowen, 

23-1-1907. 


Dear  Dr.  Fosbroke, 

ENTERIC  FEVER  IN  HALESOWEN 
RURAL  DISTRICT. 

In  all,  42  cases  have  been  notified  to-date,  and  I have  reason 
to  think  that  the  outbreak  is  now  practically  at  an  end.  The 
incidence  of  the  disease  has  been  chiefly  in  Hasbury — 32  of  the 
cases  having  occurred  there,  and  chiefly  over  a very  limited  area  in 
the' Spring  Hill  neighbourhood;  9 cases  occurred  at  Halesowen  and 
of  these  at  least  three  were  proved  to  have  drunk  water  from  the 
supposed  contaminated  Hasbury  source  of  supply.  1 case  was 
notified  from  Hill,  but  had  no  connection  with  the  Hasbury  and 
Halesowen  cases,  and  could  be  accounted  for  by  insanitary  conditions 
of  the  locality  in  which  it  occurred. 

My  investigations  go  fairly  conclusively  to  prove  that  the 
infection  was  spread  in  the  following  way  : — In  the  early  part  of 
October,  I have  ascertained  that  a woman  living  in  Spring  Hill, 
Hasbury  suffered  from  an  indefinite  illness  of  several  weeks  duration, 
but  was  not  medically  attended,  this  illness  was  probably  Enteric 
Fever;  about  the  same  time  there  was  something  wrong  with  the 
Spring  Hill  pump  which  is  a source  of  supply  for  most  of  the  area 
over  which  the  cases  have  occurred.  In  consequence  of  being 
unable  to  use  the  pump  the  people  were  obliged  to  dip  their  buckets 
and  other  vessels  into  the  well,  which  was  only  shut  off  by  an 
unsecured  trap  door.  Thus  I think  a temporary  contamination 
of  the  water  with  Enteric  Fever  infection  took  place.  This  is 
confirmed  in  a somewhat  circumstantial  way.  Two  cases  occurred 
at  some  distance  from  the  area  mainly  affected,  and  could  not  be 
accounted  for,  but  it  was  subsequently  ascertained  that  they  had 
drunk  water  at  the  suspected  pump  in  passing. 
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It  is  a remarkable  fact  too,  that  28  of  the  42  cases  occurred  in 
the  5 to  15  age  period.  This  is  accounted  for  I think,  by  the  fact 
that  the  children  in  the  locality  largely  use  the  water,  in  passing,  by 
drinking  directly  from  the  pump,  using  the  hollow  of  the  hands  as  a 
make-shift  cup. 

It  is  only  fair  to  say  that  the  water  was  examined  both  chemi- 
cally and  bacteriologically  without,  however,  detecting  any  contamin- 
ation. 

17  of  the  cases  were  removed  for  isolation,  7 to  Hayley  Green 
10  to  Kingswinford,  by  arrangement  with  that  authority,  and  25  were 
treated  at  home.  So  far,  only  one  death  has  occurred. 

It  may  perhaps  interest  you  to  have  the  age  incidence  of  the 
cases,  which  is  as  follows  : — 

1 — 5 years  - - 2 

5—10  „ 12 

10—15  „ 16 

15—20  „ 3 

20—25  „ - - 2 

25—30  „ 4 

30—35  „ - - 1 

35—40  „ 0 

40—45  „ - - 2 

If  there  is  anything  further  I can  tell  you  I shall  be  very  pleased, 
as  I have  been  very  pressed  for  time  in  sending  you  this  I have 
been  unable  to  take  a copy. 

Would  it  be  trespassing  too  much  on  your  kindness  to  ask  you 
to  kindly  get  a copy  sent  to  me  from  your  Office  ? 

Yours  faithfully, 

T.  BRETT  YOUNG. 
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Bnnual  IRepovt 

of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1906,  for  the  Rural 

District  of  Halesowen. 


I -INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

Inspections.  Written  Notices. 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries  91  51 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Found.  Remedied. 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  51  51 

(insufficient  ...  2 

Sanitary  accommodation  -j  unsuitable  or  defective  2 2 

Inot  separate  for  sexes  1 

Total  56  53 

3.— HOME  WORK. 


Outworkers’ 

Lists,  Section 

107. 

lasts  received  from 

Numbers  of  Addresses 

Numbers  of  Addresses 

Employers. 

of  Outworkers  received 

of  Outworkers  forwarded 

Lists.  Outworkers. 

from  other  Councils. 

to  other  Councils. 

Wearing  Apparel — 

making,  &c. 

2 

Cables  & Chains  5 51 

79 

3 

Total  5 51 

81 

3 

4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year  ...  488 
Bakehouses  ,,  ,,  *,  ,,  ...  8 


Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register  ...  496 


TABLE  I.  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Whole  District  during  1908  and  previous  years 

in  the  Halesowen  Rural  District. 
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Private  Hospital,  Newhall  Street,  Birmingham. 


TABLE  II.  Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1908  and  previous  years, 

Halesowen  Rural  District. 
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21 


TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1906, 
in  the  Rural  District  of  Halesowen. 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  Ages 
of  “ Residents”  whether 
occurring  in 
or  beyond  the  District 

Deaths  at  all  Ages  of  “ Residents  ” 
belonging  to  Localities. whether  occurr- 
ing in  or  beyond  the  District. 

*s  . £ 

u £ 

o w 
~ 1 <4  m *r< 

42  h r D 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under  1 Year. 

1 and  under  5. 

5 anti  under  15. 

15  and  under 

25 

25  and  under 
65 

65  and 

upwards. 

Cakemore 

Cradley 

Halesowen. 

Hasbury. 

al 

c 

£ 

DC 

Hill. 

Illey 

Lapal. 

Lutley. 

Quinton. 

Total  Deaths  v 

“Residents”  c 

Residents”  in  I 

stitutions  in  tl 

Measles  . . 

4 

1 

3 

1 

1 

{ 

1 

| 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

3 

3 

1 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

8 

4 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  & M era 
branous  Croup 

1 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

4 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Epidemic 

Influenza 

1 

1 

1 

Diarrhoea 

13 

8 

3 

2 

2 

4 

2 

1 

3 

1 

4 

Enteritis  . . 

14 

11 

2 

1 

3 

1 

6 

1 

2 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Phthisis 

18 

1 

3 

14 

1 

( 

4 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Other  Tubercular 
Diseases  . . 

17 

7 

5 

1 

1 

3 

2 

6 

3 

1 

3 

2 

1 

Cancer,  Malig- 
nant Disease 

15 

12 

3 

4 

6 

1 

3 

1 

4 

Bronchitis 

46 

12 

14 

8 

12 

8 

14 

7 

4 

3 

7 

2 

1 

Pneumonia 

29 

7 

6 

3 

1 

8 

4 

3 

3 

7 

5 

2 

7 

1 

1 

Other  diseases  of 
Respiratory 
Organs 

1 

1 

1 

Alcoholism 
Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

5 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth 

18 

18 

1 

11 

] 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Heart  Diseases 

35 

1 

2 

1 

18 

13 

8 

12 

1 

6 

5 

3 

3 

Accidents 

12 

2 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Suicides  . . 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

All  other  causes 

122 

30 

16 

3 

1 

23 

49 

11 

31 

23 

17 

10 

25 

2 

3 

12 

All  causes  .. 

371 

102 

60 

13 

8 

100 

88 

43 

102 

64 

40 

28 

67 

1 

5 

6 

15  1 

31 
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TABLE  V. — Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1905. 


Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  1 Year 
of  Age  in  the  Rural  District  of  Halesowen. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  Week 

1—2  W eeks 

2—3  Weoks. 

3—4  Weeks. 

Total  under  1 Month. 

1-2  Months. 

2-3  Months 

3 — 4 Months. 

4 5 Montfis. 

5-6  Months. 

6—7  Months. 

7 — 8 Months. 

j 8 9 Months. 

9 10  Months. 

10 — 11  Months. 

11—12  Months. 

Total  Deaths  under 

1 Year 

Measles 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1 

8 

Enteritis 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

11 

Gastritis 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth 

15 

15 

2 

1 

18 

Congenial  Defects 

1 

1 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus  .. 

8 

3 

1 

1 

13 

2 

2 

1 

2 

20 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . . 

1 

1 

Tuberculous,  Peritonitis  : 

Tabes  Mesenterica  . . 

1 

3 

1 

5 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases 

1 

i 

Rickets 

1 

i 

Meningitis,  not  Tuberculous 

2 

2 

Convulsions 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Bronchitis 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

12 

Pneumonia 

1 

2 

3 

1 

7 

Suffocation,  overlying 

i 

1 

1 

2 

Other  causes 

1 

2 

3 

i 

3 

25 

5 

1 

1 

32 

9 

16 

9 

6 

5 

7 

5 

1 

1 

6 

5 

102 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1906  - - 26834 

Births  in  the  year — legitimate  - 809 

illegitimate  - 19 

Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants  - - 93 

,,  illegitimate  „ 9 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  Ages  - - - 371 


* 
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inspectors’  IRepott 

of  the  Sanitary  Work  completed  in  the  year  ending 

December  31st,  1906. 


No.  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  enquired  into  ...  177 

,,  houses  disinfected  and  cleansed  ...  ...  177 

,,  patients  removed  to  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  109 

,,  lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  disinfected  or  destroyed  151 

,,  houses  erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  87 

,,  ,,  cleansed  and  lime-washed  ...  No  record  kept. 

,,  overcrowding  cases  abated  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  house-drains  laid  or  relaid  ...  ...  ....  87 

,,  ,,  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  51 

,,  additional  W.C.’s  provided  ...  ...  ...  146 

,,  ,,  ashpits  provided  ...  ...  ...  57 

,,  privies  converted  into  W.C.’s  ...  ...  59 

,,  new  dust  receptacles  provided  (portable)  ...  46 

,,  houses  from  which  refuse  removable  ...  ...  5,332 

,,  privies  and  ashpits  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  14,744 

,,  portable  receptacles  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  4,448 

,,  smoke  nuisances  under  observation  ...  ...  1 

,,  wells  sunk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  houses  supplied  from  water  works  (during  year)  ...  110 

,,  samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis  ...  ...  10 

,,  slaughter-houses  registered  or  licensed  ...  ...  18 

,,  ,,  regularly  inspected  ...  ...  18 

,,  ,,  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  18 

,,  Factories  and  workshops  under  inspection  ...  485 

,,  ,,  ,,  certified  for  limewashing  by  Inspector  18 

,,  persons  engaged  in  milk  trade  now  on  Register,  and 

under  supervision  ...  ...  48 
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No.  of  lodging  houses  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  „ ,,  regularly  inspected  ...  ...  3 

a ,,  ,,  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  3 

,,  cases  of  removal,  on  notice,  of  animals  kept  so  as  to 

be  a nuisance  ...  ...  7 

,,  removals  of  accumulation  of  offensive  refuse  ...  3 

,,  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

,,  ,,  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  50 

,,  ,,  outstanding  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 


Owing  to  the  illness  and  death  of  INSPECTOR  RUSSELL,  the 
above  Form  is  not  complete,  as  some  of  the  records  were  not 
kept  during  his  illness. 

(Signed), 

WILLIAM  WHITWORTH, 

Sanitary  Inspector . 


January  15th,  1907. 


